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Chapter 1 — New World Beginnings
Millions of years ago, the two American continents became geologically separated from
the Eastern Hemisphere land masses where humanity originated. The first people to enter
these continents came across a temporary land bridge from Siberia about 35,000 years
ago. Spreading across the two continents, the developed a great variety of societies based
largely on corn agriculture and hunting. In North America, some ancient Indian peoples
like the Pueblos, the Anasazi, and the Mississippian culture developed elaborate
settlements. But on the whole, North American Indian societies were less numerous and
urbanized than those in Central and South America, though equally diverse in culture and
social organization.

The impetus for European exploration came from the desire for new trade routes
to the East, the spirit and technological discoveries of the Renaissance, and the power of
the new European national monarchies. The European encounters with America and
Africa, beginning with the Portuguese and Spanish explorers, convulsed the entire world.
Biological change, disease, population loss, conquest, African slavery, cultural change,
and economic expansion were just some of the consequences of the commingling of two
ecosystems.

After they conquered and then intermarried with Indians of the great civilizations
of South America and Mexico, the Spanish conquistadores expanded northward into the
northern border territories of Florida, New Mexico, and California. There they
established small but permanent settlements in competition with the French and English
explorers who were also venturing into North America.

Chapter 2 — The Planting of English America
The defeat of the Spanish Armada and the exuberant spirit of Elizabethan nationalism
finally drew England into the colonial race. After some early failures, the first permanent
English colony was established at Jamestown, Virginia. Initially it faced harsh conditions
and Indian hostility, but tobacco cultivation finally brought prosperity and population
growth.

The early encounters of English settlers with the Powhatans in Virginia
established many of the patterns that characterized later Indian-white relations in North
America. Indian societies underwent their own substantial changes as a result of warfare,
disease, trade, and the mingling and migration of Indians from the Atlantic coast to inland
areas.

Other Colonies were established in Maryland and the Caroline. South Carolina
flourished by establishing close ties with the British sugar Colonies in the west Indies. It
also borrowed the West Indian pattern of harsh slave codes and large plantation
agriculture. North Carolina developed somewhat differently, with fewer slaves and more
white colonists who owned small farms. Latecomer Georgia served initially as a buffer
against the Spanish and a haven for debtors.

Despite some differences, all the southern Colonies depended on staple plantation
agriculture for their survival and on the institutions of indentured servitude and African
slavery for their labor. With widely scattered rural settlements, they had relatively weak



religious and social institutions and tended to develop hierarchical economic and social
orders.

Chapter 3 — Settling the Northern Colonies
The New England colonies were founded by English Puritans. While most Puritans
sought to “purify” the Church of England from within, and not to break away from it, a
small group of separatists — the Pilgrims — who founded the first small, pious Plymouth
colony in New England. More important was the larger group of nonseparating Puritans,
led by John Winthrop, who founded the Massachusetts Bay Colony as part of the “great
migration” of Puritans fleeing persecution in England in the 1630s.

A strong sense of common purpose among the first settlers shaped the
Massachusetts bay colony. Because of the close of alignment of religion and politics in
the colony, those who challenged religious orthodoxy, among them Anne Hutchinson and
Roger Williams, were considered guilty of sedition and driven out of Massachusetts. The
banished Williams founded Rhode Island, by far the most religiously and politically
tolerant of the Colonies. Other new England settlements, all averaging eighteen in
Massachusetts bay, where established in Connecticut and eighteen and new Hampshire.
Although they shared a common way of life, the New England Colonies developed with a
substantial degree of independence.

The middle Colonies took shape quite differently. New York, founded as New
Amsterdam by the Dutch and later conquered by England, was economically and
ethnically diverse, socially hierarchical, and politically quarrelsome. Pennsylvania,
founded as a Quaker haven by the William Penn, also attracted an economically
ambitious and politically troublesome population of diverse ethnic groups.

With their economic variety, ethnic diversity, and political factionalism, the
Middle Colonies were the most typically “American” of England’s thirteen Atlantic
seaboard colonies.

Chapter 4 — American Life in the Seventeenth Century
Life was hard in the seventeenth century southern Colonies. Disease drastically shortened
life spans in the Chesapeake region, even for the young single men who made up the
majority of settlers. Families were few and fragile, with men greatly outhumbering
women, who were much in demand and seldom remained single for long.

The tobacco economy first thrived on the labor of white indentured servants, who
hoped to work their way up to become landowners and perhaps even become wealthy. By
the late seventeenth century, this hope was increasingly frustrated, and the discontents of
the poor whites exploded in Bacon’s rebellion.

With white labor increasingly troublesome, slaves (earlier a small fraction of the
workforce) began to be imported from West Africa by the tens of thousands in the 1680s,
and soon became essential to the colonial economy. Slaves in the Deep South died
rapidly of disease and overwork, but those in the Chesapeake tobacco region survived
longer. Their numbers eventually increased by natural reproduction and they developed a
distinctive African American way of life that combined African elements with features
developed in the new world.

By contrast with the South, New England’s clean water and cool air contributed to
a healthy way of life, which added ten years to the average English life span. The New



England way of life centered on strong families and tightly knit towns and churches,
which were relatively democratic and equal by seventeenth century standards. By the late
seventeenth century, however, social and religious tensions developed in these narrow
communities, as the Salem witch hysteria dramatically illustrates.

Rocky soil forced many new Englanders to turn to fishing and merchant shipping
for their livelihoods. Their difficult lives and stern religion made New Englanders tough,
idealistic, purposeful, and resourceful. In later years they spread these same values across
much of American society.

Seventeenth century American society was still almost entirely simple and
agrarian. Would-be aristocrats who tried to recreate the social hierarchies of Europe were
generally frustrated.

Chapter 5 — Colonial Society on the Eve of Revolution
By 1775 the thirteen American Colonies east of the Appalachians were inhabited by a
burgeoning population of 2 million whites and half a million blacks. The white
population was increasingly a melting pot of diverse ethnic groups.

Compared with Europe, America was a land of equality and opportunity (for
whites); but relative to the seventeenth century colonies, there was a rising economic
hierarchy and increasing social complexity. Ninety percent of Americans remained
agriculturalists. But the growing class of wealthy planters and merchants appeared at the
top of the social pyramid, in contrast with slaves and “jayle birds” from England, who
formed a visible lower class.

By the early eighteenth century, the established New England Congregational
church was losing religious fervor. The Great Awakening, sparked by fiery preachers like
Jonathan Edwards and George Whitefield, spread a new style of emotional worship that
revived religious zeal. Colonial education and culture are generally undistinguished,
although science and journalism displayed some vigor. Politics was everywhere an
important activity, as a representative colonial assemblies battled on equal terms with
politically appointed governors from England.

Chapter 6 — The Duel for North America
Like Britain, France entered the late into the American colonials scramble, eventually
developing an extensive though thinly settled empire economically based on the fur trade.
During much of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, Britain and France engaged in
a bitter power struggle that frequently erupted into worldwide wars. In North America
these wars constituted an extended the military duel for imperial control of the continent.

The culminating phase of this struggle was inaugurated by young George
Washington’s venture into the sharply contested Ohio country. After early reversals in
this French and Indian War (the Seven Years War in Europe), the British under William
Pitt revived their fortunes and won a decisive victory at Quebec, finally forcing the
French from North America.

The American colonials, who had played in large part in Britain’s imperial wars
with France, emerged with increased confidence in their own abilities. The removal of
the French and Spanish threat to British control of North America kindled increasing
tensions between the colonists and Britain. The Ottawa chief Pontiac’s unsuccessful
uprising in 1763 convinced the British of the need to continue stationing troops in



America. But with foreign threats gone, the colonists were unwilling to pay taxes for
British protection and increasingly resented Britain’s authority over them.

Chapter 7 — The Road to Revolution
The American War of Independence was a military conflict fought from 1775 to 1783,
but the American Revolution was a deeper transformation of thought and loyalty that
began when the first settlers arrived in America and finally led to the colonies’ political
separation from Britain.

One source of long-term conflict was the tension between the considerable
freedom and self government colonists enjoyed in the American wilderness and their
participation in the British Empire’s mercantile system. While British mercantilism
actually provided economic benefit to the colonies along with certain liabilities, its limits
on freedom and the patronizing goal of keeping America in a state of perpetual economic
adolescence stirred growing resentment.

The short-term movement toward the War of Independence began with British
attempts to impose higher taxes and tighter imperial controls after the French and Indian
War. To the British these were reasonable measures, under which the colonists would
simply bear a fair share of the costs of the empire. To the colonists, however, the
measures constituted attacks on fundamental rights.

Through well-orchestrated agitation and boycotts, the colonists forced repeal of
the Stamp Act of 1765 as well as the Townshend Acts that replaced it, except for the
symbolic tax on tea. A temporary lull in conflict between 1770 and 1773 ended with the
Boston Tea Party, conducted by a network of Boston as agitators reacting to the
Massachusetts governor’s attempt to enforce the law.

In response to the Tea Party, the British imposed the harsh Intolerable Acts,
coincidentally passing the Quebec Act at the same time. These twin actions aroused
ferocious American resistance throughout the colonies, and led directly to the calling of
the First Continental Congress and the clash of arms at Lexington and Concord.

As the two sides prepared for war, the British enjoyed the advantages of a larger
population, a professionally trained militia, and much greater economic strength. The
greatest American asset was the deep commitment of those Patriots who were ready to
sacrifice for their rights.

Chapter 8 — America Secedes from the Empire
Even after Lexington and Concord, the Continental Congress did not at first pursue
independence. The Congress’s most important action was selecting George Washington
as military commander.

After further armed clashes, George 111 formally proclaimed the colonists in
rebellion, and Thomas Paine’s Common Sense finally persuaded Americans to fight for
independence as well as liberty. Paine and other leaders promoted the Revolution as an
opportunity for self government by the people, though more conservative republicans
wanted to retain political hierarchy without a monarchy. Jefferson’s Declaration of
Independence deepened the meaning of the struggle by proclaiming its foundation in self
evident and universal human rights.

The committed Patriots, only a minority of the American population, had to fight
both Loyalist Americans and the British. Loyalists were strongest among conservatives,



city dwellers, and Anglicans (except in Virginia), while Patriots were strongest in New
England and among Presbyterians and Congregationalists.

In the first phase of the war, Washington stalemated the British, who botched
their plan to quash the rebellion quickly at Saratoga. When the French and others then
aided the Americans, the Revolutionary War became a world war.

American fortunes fell badly in 1780 — 1781, but the colonial army in the South
held on until Cornwallis stumbled into a French-American trap at Yorktown. Lord
North’s ministry collapsed in Britain, and American negotiators achieved an extremely
generous settlement from the Whigs.

Chapter 9 — The Confederation and Constitution
The American Revolution did not overturn the social order, but it did produce substantial
changes in social customs, political institutions, and ideas about society and government.
Among the changes were the separation of church and state in some places, the abolition
of slavery in the North, written political constitutions, and a shift in political power from
the eastern seaboard toward the frontier.

The first weak national government, the Articles of Confederation, was unable to
exercise real authority, although it did successfully deal with the western lands issue. The
Confederation’s weaknesses in handling foreign policy, commerce and the Shays
rebellion spurred the movement to alter the Articles.

Instead of revising the Articles, the well-off delegates to the Constitutional
Convention created a permanent charter for a whole new government. In a series of
compromises, the convention produced a plan that provided for a vigorous central
government, a strong executive, and protection for property, while still upholding
republican principles and states’ rights. The pro-Constitution Federalists, generally
representing wealthier and more commercial forces, frightened other groups who feared
that the new government would undermine their rights and their interests.

The Federalists met their strongest opposition from Anti-Federalists in Virginia
and New York, but through effective organization and argument, as well as promises to
incorporate a bill of rights into the document, they successes in getting the Constitution
ratified. By establishing the new national government, the Federalists checked the
Revolutionary movement, but their conservative regime embraced the central
Revolutionary values of popular republican government and liberty.

Chapter 10 — Launching a New Ship of State
The fledgling government faced considerable difficulties and skepticism about its
durability, especially since traditional political theory held that large-scale republics were
bound to fail. But President Washington brought credibility to the new government, while
his cabinet, led by Alexander Hamilton, strengthened its political and economic
foundations.

The government’s first achievements were the Bill of Rights and Hamilton’s
financial system. Through effective leadership, Hamilton carried out his program of
funding the national debt, assuming state debts, imposing customs and excise taxes, and
establishing a Bank of the United States.

The bank was the most controversial part of Hamilton’s program because it raised
basic constitutional issues. Opposition to the bank from Jefferson and his followers



reflected more fundamental political disagreements about republicanism, economics,
federal power, and foreign policy. As the French Revolution evolved from moderation to
radicalism, it intensified the ideological divisions between the pro-French Jeffersonians
and the pro-British Hamiltonians.

Washington’s Neutrality Proclamation angered Republicans, who wanted
American to aid Revolutionary France. Washington’s policy was sorely tested by the
British, who routinely violated American neutrality. In order to avoid war, Washington
endorsed the conciliatory Jay’s Treaty, further outraging the Republicans and France.

After the humiliating XY Z affair, the United States came to the brink of war with
France, but Adams sacrificed his political popularity and divided his party by negotiating
peace.

These foreign policy disagreements embittered domestic politics: Federalists
passed the Alien and Sedition Acts, to which Jefferson and Madison responded with the
Virginia and Kentucky resolutions.

Chapter 11 — The Triumphs and Travails of Jeffersonian Democracy
The ideological conflicts of the early Republic culminated in the bitter election of 1800
between Adams and Jefferson. Despite the fierce rhetoric of the campaign, the
“Revolution of 1800” demonstrated that the infant Republic could peacefully transfer
power from one party to another. The election of 1800 also signaled the decline of the
conservative Federalist Party, which proved unable to adjust to the democratic future of
American politics.

Jefferson the political theorist came to Washington determined to restore what he
saw as the original American revolutionary ideals and to implement his Republican
principles of limited and frugal government, strict construction, and an antimilitarist
foreign policy. But Jefferson the practical politician had to compromise many of these
goals, thereby moderating the Republican-Federalist ideological conflict.

The sharpest political conflicts occurred over the judiciary, where John Marshall
worked effectively to enshrine the principles of judicial review and a strong federal
government. Against his original intentions, Jefferson himself also enhanced federal
power by waging war against the Barbary pirates and by his dramatic purchase of
Louisiana from Napoleon. The Louisiana Purchase was Jefferson’s greatest success,
increasing national unity and pointing to America’s long-term future in the West. But in
the short term the vast geographical expansion fostered schemes like Aaron Burr’s to
break the west away from the United States.

Nevertheless, Jefferson became increasingly entangled in the horrific European
wars between Napoleonic France and Britain, as both great powers obstructed American
trade and violated freedom of the seas. Jefferson attempted to avoid war through his
embargo policy, which damaged the American economy and stirred bitter opposition in
New England.

Jefferson’s successor, James Madison soon stumbled into a diplomatic trap set by
Napoleon, and western “War Hawks” hoping to acquire Canada whooped the United
States into a war with Britain in 1812. The nation went to war totally unprepared, bitterly
divided, and devoid of any coherent strategy.

Chapter 12 — The Second War for Independence and the Upsurge of Nationalism



Americans began the War of 1812 with high hopes of conquering Canada. But their
strategy and efforts were badly flawed, and before long British and Canadian forces had
thrown the United States on the defensive. The Americans faired somewhat better in
naval warfare, but by 1814 the British had burned Washington and were threatening New
Orleans. The Treaty of Ghent ended the war in a stalemate that solved none of the
original issues. But Americans counted the war a success and increasingly turned away
from European affairs and toward isolationism.

Despite some secessionist talk by New Englanders at the Hartford Convention,
the ironic outcome of the divisive war was a strong surge of American nationalism and
unity. Political conflict virtually disappeared during the “Era of Good Feelings” under
President Madison. A fervent new nationalism appeared in diverse areas of culture,
economics, and foreign policy.

The Era of Good Feelings was soon as threatened by the Panic of 1819, caused
largely by excessive land speculation and unstable banks. An even more serious threat
came from the first major sectional dispute over slavery, which was postponed but not
really resolved by the Missouri Compromise of 1820.

Under Chief Justice John Marshall, the Supreme Court further enhanced its role
as the major force upholding a powerful national government and conservative defense of
a property rights. Marshall’s rulings partially checked the general movement toward
states’ rights and popular democracy.

Nationalism also led to a more assertive American foreign policy. Andrew
Jackson’s military adventures in Spanish Florida resulted in the cession of that territory to
the U.S. American fears of the European intervention in Latin America encouraged
Monroe and John Quincy Adams to lay down the Monroe doctrine.

Chapter 13 — The Rise of a Mass Democracy
Beginning in the 1820s, a powerful movement celebrating the common person and
promoting the “New Democracy” transformed the earlier elitist character of American
politics. The controversial election of the Yankee sophisticate John Quincy Adams in
1824 angered of the followers of Andrew Jackson.

Jackson’s sweeping presidential victory in 1828 represented the political triumph
of the New Democracy including the spoils-rich political machines that thrived in the
new environment. Jackson’s simple, popular ideas and rough-hewn style reinforced the
growing belief that any ordinary person could hold public office. The “Tariff of
Abominations” and the nullification crisis with South Carolina revealed a growing
sectionalism and anxiety about slavery that ran up against Jackson’s fierce nationalism.

Jackson exercised the powers of the presidency against his opponents, particularly
Calhoun and Clay. He made the Bank of the United States a symbol of evil financial
power and killed it after a bitter political fight. Destroying the bank reinforced
Jacksonians’ hostility to concentrated and elite-dominated financial power, but also left
the United States without any effective financial system.

Jackson’s presidency also focused on issues of westward expansion. Pursuing
paths of “civilization,” Native Americans of the Southeast engaged in extensive
agricultural and educational development. But pressure from white settlers and from the
state governments proved overwhelming, and Jackson finally supported the forced
removal of all southeastern Indians to Oklahoma along the “Trail of Tears.”



In Texas, American settlers successfully rebelled against Mexico and declared
their independence. Jackson recognized the Texas Republic but, because of the slavery
controversy, he refused its application for annexation to the United States.

Jackson’s political foes soon formed themselves into the Whig party, but in 1836
they lost to his handpicked successor Van Buren. Jackson’s ill-considered economic
policies came home to roost under the unlucky Van Buren, as the country plunged into a
serious depression following the panic of 1837.

The Whigs used these economic troubles and the political hoopla of the new mass
democratic process to elect their own hero in 1840, following the path of making a
western aristocrat into a democratic symbol. The Whig victory signaled the emergence of
a new two-party system, in which the two parties’ genuine philosophical differences and
somewhat different constituencies proved less important than their widespread popularity
and shared roots in the new American democratic spirit.

Chapter 14 — Forging the National Economy
The youthful American Republic expanded dramatically on the frontier in the early
nineteenth century. Frontier life was often crude and hard on the pioneers, especially
women.

Westward-moving pioneers often ruthlessly exploited the environment,
exhausting the soil and exterminating wildlife. Yet the wild beauty of the West was also
valued as a symbol of the American national identity, and eventually environmentalists
would create a national park system to preserve pieces of the wilderness.

Other changes altered the character of American society and its workforce. Old
cities expanded, and new cities sprang up in the wilderness. Irish and German immigrants
poured into the country in the 1830s and 1840s, and the Irish in particular aroused nativist
hostility because of their Roman Catholic faith.

Inventions and business innovations like free incorporation laws spurred
economic growth. Women and children were the most exploited early factory laborers.
Male workers made some gains in wages and hours but generally failed in unionization
attempts.

The most far-reaching economic advances before the Civil War occurred in
agriculture and transportation. The early railroads, despite many obstacles, gradually
spread their tentacles across the country. Foreign trade remained only a small part of the
American economy, but changing technology gradually created growing economic links
to Europe. By the early 1860s the telegraph, railroad, and steamship that gone far toward
replacing older means of travel and communication like the canals, clipper ships,
stagecoach, and pony express.

The new means of transportation and distribution laid the foundations for a
continental market economy. The new national economy created a pattern of sectional
specialization and altered the traditional economic functions of the family. There was
growing concern over the class differences spawned by industrialization, especially in the
cities. But the general growth of opportunities and the increased standard of living made
America a magnetic “land of opportunity” to many people at home and abroad.

Chapter 15 — The Ferment of Reform and Culture



In early nineteenth century America, movements of moral and religious reform
accompanied the democratization of politics and the creation of a national market
economy. After a period of growing rationalism in religion, a new wave of revivals
beginning about 1800 swept out of the west and effected great change not only in
religious life but also in other areas of society. Existing religious groups were further
fragmented, and new groups like the Mormons emerged. Women were especially
prominent in these developments, becoming a major presence in the churches and
discovering in reform movements an outlet for energies that were often stifled in
masculinized political and economic life.

Among the first areas to benefit from the reform impulse was education. The
public elementary school movement gained strength, while a few women made their way
into still tradition-bound colleges. Women were also prominent in movements for
improved treatment of the mentally ill, peace, temperance, and other causes. By the
1840s some women also began to agitate for their own rights, including suffrage. The
movement for women'’s rights, closely linked to the antislavery crusade, gained adherents
even while it met strong obstacles and vehement opposition.

While many reformers worked to improve society as a whole, others created
utopian experiments to model their religious and social ideals. Some of these groups
promoted radical sexual and economic doctrines, while others appealed to high-minded
intellectuals and artists.

American culture was still quite weak in theoretical sciences and the fine arts, but
a vigorous national literature blossomed after the War of 1812. In New England the
literary renaissance was closely linked to the philosophy of transcendentalism promoted
by Emerson and others. Many of the great American writers like Walt Whitman reflected
the national spirit of utopian optimism, but a few dissenters like Hawthorne and Melville
explored the darker side of life and of their own society.

Chapter 16 — The South and the Slavery Controversy
Whitney’s cotton gin made cotton production enormously profitable, and created an ever-
increasing demand for slave labor. The South’s dependence on cotton production tied it
economically to the plantation system and racially to white supremacy. The cultural
gentility and political domination of the relatively small plantation aristocracy concealed
slavery’s great social and economic costs for whites as well as blacks.

Most slaves were held by a few large planters. But most slaveowners had few
slaves, and most southern whites had no slaves at all. Nevertheless, except for a few
mountain whites, the majority of southern whites strongly supported slavery and racial
supremacy because they cherished the hope of becoming slaveowners themselves, and
because of white racial identity gave them a sense of superiority to the blacks.

The treatment of the economically valuable slaves varied considerably. Within the
bounds of the cruel system, slaves yearned for freedom and struggled to maintain their
humanity, including family life.

The older black colonization movement was largely replaced in the 1830s by a
radical Garrisonian abolitionism demanding an immediate end to slavery. Abolitionism
and the Nat Turner rebellion caused a strong backlash in the South, which increasingly
defended slavery as a positive good and turned its back on many of the liberal political
and social ideas gaining strength in the North.



Most northerners were hostile to radical abolitionism, and respected the
Constitution’s evident protection of slavery where it existed. But many also gradually
came to see the South as a land of oppression, and any attempt to extend slavery as a
threat to free society.

Chapter 17 — Manifest Destiny and Its Legacy
As Tyler assumed the presidency after Harrison’s death, the United States became
engaged in a series of sharp disputes with Britain. A conflict over the Maine boundary
was resolved, but British involvement in Texas revived the movement to annex the Lone
Star Republic to the United States.

The Texas and Oregon questions became embroiled in the 1844 campaign, as the
Democrats nominated and elected the militantly expansionist Polk. After Texas was
added to the Union, conflicts with Mexico over California and the Texas boundary
erupted into war in 1846.

American forces quickly conquered California and New Mexico. Winfield Scott’s
and Zachary Taylor’s invasion of Mexico was also successful, and the United States
obtained large new territories in the peace treaty.

Besides adding California, New Mexico, and Utah to American territory, the
Mexican War trained a new generation of military leaders and aroused long-term Latin
American resentment of the United States. Most important, it forced the slavery
controversy to the center of national debate, as first indicated by the Wilmot Proviso.

Chapter 18 — Renewing the Sectional Struggle
The acquisition of territory from Mexico created acute new dilemmas concerning the
expansion of slavery, especially for the two major political parties, which had long tried
to avoid the issue. The antislavery Free Soil Party pushed the issue into the election of
1848. The application of gold-rich California for admission to the Union forced the
controversy into the Senate, which engaged in stormy debates over slavery and the
Union.

After the timely death of President Taylor, who had blocked a settlement,
Congress resolved the crisis by passing the delicate Compromise of 1850. The
compromise eased sectional tension for the moment, although the Fugitive Slave Law
aroused opposition in the North.

As the Whig Party died, the Democratic Pierce administration became the tool of
proslavery expansionists. Controversies over Nicaragua, Cuba, and the Gadsden Purchase
showed that expansionism was closely linked to the slavery issue.

The desire for a northern railroad route led Stephen Douglas to ram the Kansas-
Nebraska Act through Congress in 1854. By repealing the Missouri Compromise and
making new territory subject to “popular sovereignty” on slavery, this act aroused the
fury of the North, sparked the rise of the Republican Party, and set the stage for the Civil
War.

Chapter 19 — Drifting Toward Disunion
The 1850s were punctuated by successive confrontations that deepened sectional hostility
until it broke out in the Civil War.



Harriet Beecher Stowe’s Uncle Tom’s Cabin fanned northern antislavery feeling.
In Kansas, proslavery and antislavery forces fought a bloody little preview of the Civil
War. Buchanan’s support of the proslavery Lecompton Constitution alienated moderate
northern Democrats like Douglas. Congressman Brook’s beating of Senator Sumner
aroused passions in both sections.

The 1856 election signaled the rise of the sectionally based Republican Party. The
Dred Scott case delighted the South, while northern Republicans pledged defiance. The
Lincoln-Douglas debates of 1858 deepened the national controversy over slavery. John
Brown’s raid on Harpers Ferry made him a heroic martyr in the North but caused
outraged southerners to fear a slave uprising.

The Democratic Party split along sectional lines, allowing Lincoln to win the
four-way 1860 election. Seven southern states quickly seceded and organized the
Confederate States of America.

As southerners optimistically cast off their ties to the hated North, lame-duck
President Buchanan proved unable to act. The last minute Crittenden Compromise effort
failed because of Lincoln’s opposition.

Chapter 20 — Girding for War: The North and the South
South Carolina’s firing on Fort Sumter aroused the North for war. Lincoln’s call for
troops to suppress the rebellion drove four upper South states into the Confederacy.
Lincoln used an effective combination of political persuasion and force to keep the
deeply divided Border States in the Union.

The Confederacy enjoyed initial advantages of upper-class European support,
military leadership, and a defensive position on its own soil. The North enjoyed the
advantages of lower-class European support, industrial and population resources, and
political leadership.

The British upper class sympathized with the South and abetted Confederate
naval efforts. But effective diplomacy and Union military success thwarted those efforts
and kept Britain as well as France neutral in the war.

Lincoln’s political leadership proved effective in mobilizing the North for war,
despite political opposition and resistance to his infringement on civil liberties. The North
eventually mobilized its larger troop resources for war and ultimately turned to an
unpopular and unfair draft system.

Northern economic and financial strengths enabled it to gain an advantage over
the less-industrialized South. The changes in society opened new opportunities for
women, who had contributed significantly to the war effort in both the North and the
South. Since most of the war was waged on Southern soil, the South was left devastated
by the war.



